[Phagocytosis activity of monocytes and macrophages in patients with plasmacytoma].
The capacity to phagocytosis in monocytic macrophages was investigated in 24 patients with plasmocytoma. The investigation of this capacity was made by using short-term cultures with sheep erythrocytes loaded with antibodies and complement. In comparison to the control group the percentage of phagocyting macrophages was lowered in 16 from 24 patients. This impairment of the function of monocytic macrophages seems to be bound neither to the type of plasmocytoma nor to the stage of disease. Among other things, the nature of cell defect is discussed. The necessity of further investigations is emphasized.